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In 1938, with the help of Lise Mitner, the German chemist Otto Hahn discovered the nuclear fission of uranium. Just 
seven years later, atomic bombs were dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, indiscriminately killing many civilians in 
these two cities. This criminal act of mass killing with a tsunami of radio-active fire can only be described as “human 
madness.” Yet sadly more madness was to follow, as the nuclear powers of the world, particularly the U.S. and Russia, 
developed and produced further nuclear weapons. As a consequence, radioactive contamination rapidly became a 
serious global problem, due to uranium mining, production of nuclear weapons, and the nuclear tests conducted in 
various parts of the world. 
 
In December 1953, at the U.N. General Assembly, the U.S. President, Dwight D. Eisenhower, unexpectedly launched 
the policy “Atoms for Peace,” a concept to promote “the peaceful use” of nuclear energy. The primary reason for 
launching this policy was an attempt by the U.S. Government to curtail the power of the Soviet Union, which had 
carried out its first hydrogen bomb test in August that year. “Atoms for Peace” was devised to persuade Western 
nations to accept plans by the U.S. government and American investments to produce nuclear fuel and technology. 
Japan was among the most important of the targeted nations. Indeed, it soon became subjugated to the U.S. in two 
crucial ways: it came under the U.S. nuclear umbrella as part of the military strategy that evolved; and nuclear fuel 
and technology became part of its energy policy. This has had profound ramifications. On the one hand, U.S. military 
bases located in Japan, particularly that in Okinawa, were extensively used for many wars that the U.S. engaged in, 
such as those in Korea, Vietnam, the Gulf and elsewhere. On the other hand, the building of nuclear power plants 
induced the structural corruption among collaborating politicians, bureaucrats and entrepreneurs, and caused severe 
environmental problems.  As a consequence, the U.S. – Japan Security Treaty, based on the nuclear deterrence 
strategy, as well as the leak of radiation from nuclear power plants and accumulated nuclear waste have long been 
threatening the livelihoods and well-being of the Japanese people. Despite this, the Japanese government firmly 
established, and continues to maintain, a political system which permits little criticism of these two issues.   
 
The Japanese government, together with the electric power companies and the nuclear industry, has for many years 
promoted the myth that nuclear power is clean and safe, covering up various accidents at nuclear power plants and 
related facilities. The danger manifested by major accidents such as those at Chernobyl and Three Mile Island have 
also been consistently ignored.  The fatal accident at the Fukushima No.1 Nuclear Power Plant was not in fact an 
“accident” caused by a natural calamity, but rather a pending time bomb of “self destruction” which was destined to 
go off. Through its policies the Japanese government is now punishing its own people, as well as those in neighboring 
nations, with dangerous doses of radiation.  
 
Despite the national crisis, however, not only Japanese cabinet members, but most Diet members, too, are now busy 
with their own power politics and are therefore totally incapable of dealing with the grave situation that confronts the 
victims of the earthquake and nuclear accident. As these politicians have neither the strong political commitment to 
protect civilians, nor any long-term vision on energy and environmental issues, the government countermeasures for 
this disaster have been less than effective, and there is political chaos. This state of confusion has provided an ideal 
environment for U.S. military forces to carry out training of their own special troops, specializing in radiation 
problems, as well as Marines, under the misleading name “Operation Tomodachi.” Every year Japanese taxpayers 
pay almost US$ 2.5 billion to maintain such U.S. troops in Japan.  
 
Many A-bomb survivors from 1945 have died – often after a lifetime of suffering - or are still suffering from various 
diseases caused by the blast, fire or radiation. They live with the constant fear that they may suddenly be struck down 
by a fatal disease like cancer or leukemia.  The use of nuclear weapons, which indiscriminately kill large numbers of 
people for decades afterwards, is clearly “a crime against humanity.” Yet the scale of damage to people and the 
environment that could be caused by a major accident at a nuclear power plant, where radiation is emitted either from 
the nuclear vessel or spent fuel rods, may be comparable. In this sense, a nuclear power accident could be seen as an 
“act of indiscriminate mass destruction” and so “an unintentionally committed crime against humanity.” The 
Japanese government is trying to cover up this event, adopting an inappropriate protection standard set by the ICRP 
(International Commission on Radiological Protection). 
 
The wisdom of Hiroshima – that human beings and nuclear power, whether in the form of weapons or energy, cannot 
co-exist – must be reaffirmed and should be utilized to strengthen and expand our anti-nuclear and anti-war 
movements. We need to reflect on our hitherto narrow application of the expression “No More Hibakusha (victims of 
radiation)”, so that it covers not only A-Bomb survivors, but all victims of radiation, including those of nuclear power 
plant accidents. We need to consider the pain of all the victims of radiation and to think about drastically changing our 
society that so heavily relies on nuclear technology. Not only do we need to abolish nuclear weapons and nuclear 
power plants, but we must also devise ways to initiate a hitherto impossible, totally new, peaceful and 
environmentally harmonious society.   
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