The 2010 Citizens’ Peace Declaration

August 6, 2010
At 5:30am on July 16, 1945, a plutonium bomb was exploded at Alamogordo in New Mexico. This first nuclear bomb experiment in the history of mankind opened a new and terrifying Pandora’s box. On August 6 that year, Hiroshima City was annihilated by a uranium bomb, and three days later Nagasaki City was destroyed by a plutonium bomb. Tens of thousands of people were killed instantly in each case, and by the end of the year more than 200 thousand had died. In May this year, the necessity to adopt a Nuclear Weapons Convention was mentioned for the first time ever in the final report of the NPT(Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons) Review Conference. Hiroshima’s anti-nuclear and peace movements are firmly founded on the understanding that the use of nuclear weapons is indisputably a crime against humanity. We also regard nuclear deterrence policies as crimes against peace, for “nuclear deterrence” effectively means planning and preparing to commit indiscriminate mass killing, using nuclear weapons. The testimonies of A-bomb survivors clearly convey this message. For the first time John Ross, U.S. ambassador to Japan, is representing the U.S. government during a ceremony marking the 65th anniversary of the atomic bombing of Hiroshima on August 6. We demand that the U.S. Government officially offer an apology to all the victims of the atomic bombings.

President, Obama, insists that his nation maintains a nuclear deterrence policy, while paradoxically advocating the reduction of nuclear weapons. In this fiscal year, his government allocated $6.4 billion for various programs related to nuclear weapons including the Life Extension Program of stockpiled weapons. In the next fiscal year, $7 billion will be spent on the same programs, as well as more than $700 billion that will be allocated for the Department of Defense. Thus, ironically, the U.S. military budget, under a president who has been decorated with the Nobel Peace Prize, will be the largest in the history of America. On another front, the war in Afghanistan has become a quagmire, as the battle zone is now expanding into Pakistan and the number of U.S. soldiers stationed in this region now exceeds one hundred thousand. Further inconsistencies in Obama's policies are his tolerance of Israel’s possession of nuclear weapons and its attacks on Palestinians and their humanitarian supporters; his promotion of a policy to export nuclear technologies to India, a non-member nation of NPT; and the way in which he has stirred up the Middle East crisis by adopting a high-handed policy towards Iran. The U.S. nuclear deterrence policy is one of the fundamental causes of instability in North-East Asia, most clearly manifested in the North Korean nuclear weapons program.

Japan's stance on the situation is that its government does not have the courage to convey to the U.S. the strong voice of the Okinawan people who state that they “do not want any U.S military bases on our soil.” Japan’s budget saving screening process does not question the annual ￥200 billion for maintaining the U.S. military bases in Japan or the huge defense budget(￥4.7 trillion in this financial year). Thus, the Democratic Party, which currently leads the Japanese government, continues to victimize taxpayers in order to maintain the U.S. – Japan alliance in the same way as the previous LDP government did for so many years. Using the “financial crisis” as a pretext, the real cause of which is corruption among politicians, bureaucrats and big companies, the Kan administration is planning to raise the consumption tax rate. The result will be that the weakest members of the nation – pensioners, single mothers, casual workers and the disabled – whose circumstances are already compromised, will suffer even greater poverty. In fact, what is most needed is a new policy that will fundamentally change our society. We need a government whose politicians and bureaucrats respect the Constitution, in particular Article 9; the renunciation of war; and Article25, the peoples’ right to maintain a wholesome and cultured lifestyle.

We also demand that the Japanese government immediately stop the use of nuclear energy, which is directly linked to the possible production of nuclear weapons. In particular, the nuclear recycling plant at Rokkasho in Aomori, the Monju Fast Breeder Reactor in Fukui, and the plutonium thermal use planned at several nuclear power stations should be abandoned. Let us work together to stop the Chugoku Electric Power Company’s plan to build a nuclear power station at Kaminoseki on the coast of the beautiful Inland Sea. Instead, the wise use of natural energy, such as solar and wind power, should be promoted. Furthermore, we strongly urge the Japanese government to immediately stop its plan to export nuclear technologies to India.

Regarding Korea, it is now one hundred years since Japan officially colonized this neighboring nation. Yet, Japan’s oppression of Korea actually started with its military attack on Kanghwado in 1875. Since then Japan has committed various injustices against the people of that country, discriminating against them and exploiting them until the end of the Asia-Pacific War in August 1945. In Hiroshima and Nagasaki, many Korean people also became victims of the A-bomb. On this occasion of the centenary, we Japanese and the Japanese government need to examine seriously our own history of the colonization of Korea, and should commit ourselves to establishing peaceful relationships with all the Korean people based upon self-examination of our past conduct.

To achieve our goal of abolishing nuclear weapons, we must have the strong will to negate all inhumane conduct, as well as the moral imagination to understand the pain of those victims of discrimination and violence. The lesson we have learnt from A-bomb survivors who experienced indescribable horror is the importance of persistently seeking humanity regardless of circumstances. Let us continue our anti-nuclear and anti-war movements using our moral imagination and seeking humanity!
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